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What is the PYP? 

The PYP is an international education 
program. It is designed by the IB and it is 
part of a program for children from 3-18 
years. The PYP is for children aged 3-12. 

Worldwide there are 5,175 schools in 157 
countries that offer one or more IB 
programs. A total of 1,467 schools offer the 
PYP. 

 Why do we opt for the PYP? 

The PYP is a program that invites children 
to learn to learn in an active and 
independent way. They learn to seek and 
apply knowledge independently by doing 
research. They also have input in the 
content of their education; everyone learns 
better if there is interest in the subject 
matter. The teacher or master ensures that 
the students achieve the attainment 
targets. She or he monitors the educational 
process. 

In addition, the PYP also prepares children 
for life and work in a multi-cultural world. 
They are taught that we all have rights and 
responsibilities and that, despite our 
differences, we are all equal. 

 A new program 

This school year the Mgr. Bekkersschool a 
new educational program. We are going to 
work according to the Primary Years 
Program (PYP) of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB). With this program we 
prepare our students for the future. We 
help them learn the knowledge, skills and 
attitude to life they need to reach their 
potential. 
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  In addition, children learn how they can 
participate in society in a positive way. This 
is done through the student characteristics. 
These are ten universal qualities that fit 
into every culture. As human beings we 
are: researchers, open-minded, principled, 
brave, thinkers, balanced, communicative, 
caring, reflective and informed. 

In order to experience success in life, it is 
important that skills are learned alongside 
knowledge that can be used to learn new 
things both inside and outside the school. 
The learning approach helps students with 
this. This can be subdivided into the 
following skills: 

•  Social skills 

• Research skills 

• Thinking skills 

• Communication skills 

• Self-reliance 

          

 

The PYP gives children the 
knowledge and skills that help 
them to be successful in the 21st 
century. 

  

How does the PYP work? 

The PYP teaches children to learn through 
investigative learning. Six themes are 
discussed during the school year. 
Everything that the children have to learn 
at school is dealt with in these themes. 
Because children themselves seek and 
apply their knowledge, teaching methods 
are no longer used. This cross-curricular 
way of learning ensures that children can 
make connections with what they have 
learned before. 

Together with the investigative way of 
learning, student characteristics and 
learning approach, children learn to cope in 
all situations. In addition, they also learn 
that they can direct their own lives and that 
they can influence their environment 
themselves. The International Baccalaureate 
also attaches great importance to cultivating 
an international mindset. We share this 
world and everyone has the right to a place 
where he or she can be themselves. 
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